Student loans and other funding
The following information applies primarily to UK ‘home’ students, however, information regarding tuition fees also applies to EU students.

Student loans, assessed by your Local Authority (LA) or other appropriate funding body, e.g. Student Awards Agency for Scotland, will be paid electronically into your bank account via the BACS system.  Instalments are paid on a termly basis.

If you are making an application for means tested student support you will be assessed for a tuition fee grant.  If you are assessed as paying some or all of your tuition fees you will be able to apply for a tuition fee loan to cover that expense.

There are also various grants available to students in their first clinical year from LAs, these include maintenance grants for students who commenced their studies before September 1998, Higher Education Grants for students who commenced studies after September 2004, and a new Higher Education Maintenance Grant for students commencing their studies in 2006 or later.  There are various other grants available to students with children or for those who have a disability.  Arrangements vary for students from other parts of the UK.

The College is responsible for notifying your funding body of changes to study including periods of repeat study and exam failure.  If an extension to study is required and there are mitigating circumstances that had an affect on you, then repeat funding can sometimes be arranged to cover both fees and maintenance costs.

You are reminded that it is usually a condition of any award that you must inform your LA of failure in a formal examination, which involves lengthening your course.  If an extension is required, a personal application is necessary.  In addition, you are also required to inform the LA if you are absent due to sickness for more than 14 days.  If you fail your MBBS final examinations you will be required to extend your course by one term resulting in an extension fee of one third of the appropriate annual fee.

Funding arrangements change for MBBS students in their final 2 years.  In these years the NHS will pay your tuition fees and provide a bursary (subject to means-testing).  They will also pay allowances in place of previous LA grants.  The student loan will still be available but at a reduced fixed rate that will no longer depend on parental income.  Arrangements vary for other UK students who are not normally resident in England.
Travel costs   
LA funded - If you are required to attend an attachment in the UK away from your main college (this includes the DGHs attached to the School), you may claim travel expenses from your LA.  You will usually have to meet the first £295 (08/09 rate) of any travel expenses.  Entitlement to this assistance might be affected by your parents’ assessed contribution.
LAs will only meet the cost of excess travel by the cheapest available tickets – travelcard, weekly or monthly season or return tickets using Transport for London (TfL) discount or a Young Person’s Railcard if using national rail.  You must keep detailed records of all travel during each academic year and formally submit a claim to your LA for reimbursement.

If you are not in receipt of an LA award you should apply to your sponsors for assistance with travel costs.

TfL offers a discount of 30% on their tickets (i.e. bus passes and London Travel (LT) cards) valid for one month or longer (max 10 months) to students who are in full time education in the capital.  Application forms are available from the Registry at South Kensington.

NHS funded - Students who have to undertake a clinical placement which involves training in hospitals or community health services rather than a classroom may be entitled to have their travel costs reimbursed.  Assistance can only be provided if travel to the clinical placement site is greater than the normal travel cost from term time residence to College and the parental contribution is not expected to cover the costs.

Please note that should you wish to use a private vehicle to travel to your placements, permission to do so must be sought from the UMO.  If you would like to speak to someone in more detail regarding travel grants, please contact Jitender Yadav, j.yadav@imperial.ac.uk , telephone 020 7594 0735.

Access to Learning Fund 

This Fund is money given to the University by the Government to help vulnerable UK students who need extra financial support because they have higher than expected costs, have a sudden financial emergency, or face serious financial problems during their course. The Fund cannot be used to pay for tuition fees but can help with course-related costs such as childcare, books, equipment, travel or for general living costs such as rent. Payments from the Fund do not usually have to be repaid; applications can be submitted throughout the academic year. 

Further information

General information regarding Student Loans, NHS funding and the Access to Learning Fund is available from http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/registry/finance .  To contact the Student Funding team email: student.funding@imperial.ac.uk or telephone 020 7594 8130 / 8122.

Country-specific information can also be obtained for students from -  

· England at www.studentfinanceengland.co.uk ; www.nhspa.gov.uk/sgu 

· Wales at www.studentfinancewales.co.uk ; www.nliah.wales.nhs.uk
· Scotland at www.student-support-saas.gov.uk ; www.saas.gov.uk
· Northern Ireland at www.studentfinanceni.co.uk 

· Other EU country (tuition fee support only) at http://www.direct.gov.uk/
