Aims of the course
· To provide a comprehensive introduction to ophthalmology 
· To enable undergraduates to evaluate a patient with ophthalmic symptoms  
· To present the principles of management of the major ophthalmic conditions 
Ophthalmology objectives 
You should be able to demonstrate the following by the end of the attachment: 
· Competence at taking a history of ophthalmic symptoms 
· Competence at examining the visual system, especially: assess visual acuity, the pupillary responses, the visual field, eye movements, examine the anterior segment of the eye by slit-lamp biomicroscopy, and assess the retina using direct ophthalmoscopy. 
· How to use ophthalmic symptoms and signs as a clue to a systemic disease 
· An understanding of the major ophthalmic conditions in the UK, and the principles underlying their medical treatment 
· An understanding of ophthalmic surgery, especially cataract surgery 
· An understanding of how vision impairment may impact life’s activities 
· Have become familiar with special ophthalmic investigation: orthoptics, fluorescein angiography, optical coherence tomography of the retina 
Core skills to be learned during the Ophthalmology attachment 
· Measuring visual acuity 
· Ophthalmoscopy 
· Pupillary responses 
· Confrontation visual field 
· Eye movements & cover test 
· Slit-lamp biomicroscopy 
You should aim to see patients with the following conditions during your attachment: 
· Cataract 
· Glaucoma 
· Macular degeneration 
· Red eye 
· Diabetic retinopathy 
· Strabismus 
Specific topics – for informal discussion during the attachment 
·  'Painful loss of vision – the red eye' 
· causes: trauma, acute glaucoma, inflammatory eye disease                      
· 'Painless loss of vision'
· causes: vascular occlusions, cranial arteritis, cataract, glaucoma, age-related macular degeneration, retinal detachment             
· 'Double vision'
· causes and related signs to identify: cranial nerve palsies, pupils, swollen optic disc, raised intracranial pressure, optic atrophy  
· 'Infant or child with reduced vision'
· related topics: visual development, importance of vision for development, leucocoria, photosensitivity, watery and red eye in infancy, retinopathy of prematurity, amblyopia, squint (paralytic & nonparalytic), neurological causes of reduced vision in childhood   
· 'Young adult with failing vision' 
· causes: diabetic eye disease, genetic eye disease                
· 'Lids and orbits'
· topics: lumps on lids, ptosis, myasthenia & other systemic conditions, thyroid eye disease,  tumours 
· 'Floaters and flashes'
· causes: posterior vitreous detachment, retinal tears, retinal detachment, migraine
Learning methods used in Ophthalmology 
· Clinical experience, through outpatient clinics, operating theatres, etc. 
· Informal tutorials during clinics 
· Videos of specific talks are available in the library: 
· Ophthalmology as a clue to systemic disease 
· Applied physiology of the eye: introduction 
· Applied physiology of the eye: the retina and beyond 
· Ophthalmology: the essentials 
