Emergency Medicine
Aims and objectives
During the 3 weeks in EM you will be able to develop and practice skills of rapid history taking, examination and diagnosis on new presentations.  Be opportunistic and use available resources at all times to learn the skills of emergency medicine, eg, emergency nurses, radiographers and paramedics.

Emergency Medicine Department staff use the following skills in their day to day practice – 

Communication skills

Compassion

Flexibility

Organisational skills

Analytical skills

Practical ability

Team work 

Time management

During the attachment you should see and learn from many examples of good practice in the list above.
Three Golden Rules: 

1. NEVER let a patient leave the department without showing the case to a senior AND getting your notes countersigned.

2. You MUST wear ID badges at all times and always introduce yourselves to your patients as medical students.

3. You MUST dress appropriately and accept guidance of the EM staff re the departmental dress codes.  THIS IS ESSENTIAL and complaints are received each year from ER department staff regarding inappropriate dress by Medical Students. 

Practical Skill Objectives

There is a major practical skill element in emergency medicine.  By the end of the attachment you should have acceptable proficiency in the following skills, many of which are listed Foundation Programme competencies:

· intravenous cannulation

· taking of blood gases

· measuring BMs

· taking ECGs

· administration of oxygen and nebulisers

· insertion of urinary catheterisation and nasogastric tubes 

· urine dip and performing pregnancy tests  

· wound dressings

· slings and bandages 
· splints

· plaster casts

· suturing

· removal of foreign bodies

· GCS observations and interpretation

· examination of the eye 
· Log rolling 

Investigations

Investigations should assist the decision-making process in EM and students should gain supervised experience of the following:

· interpreting ECGs

· interpreting blood test results 

· interpreting ABG results 

· interpretation of imaging needs in the EM scenario

· interpretation of x-rays in EM

Foundation Training Link:

The EM attachment will also point the student towards the Foundation Year competencies in the management of the acutely Ill patient.  They will gain experience of the knowledge and skills needed to assess and initiate management of the acutely ill patient with common complaints such as breathlessness, hypoxaemia, hypotension, oliguria, chest and abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, headache, confusion and coma. 

The students will gain knowledge in the clinical interpretation of acutely abnormal physiology and deranged arterial blood gases.
They will see common acute presentations of chronic illness and how aim to learn how the presence of co-morbidity affects the decision making in the management of acute illness.
