Aims
This is a six week course in Musculoskeletal/Dermatology.  The aims of the Dermatology part of the course are to:

· Provide a comprehensive introduction into the specialty of Dermatology

· Enable you to recognise and treat the majority of common dermatological complaints.

· Enable you to assess patients with skin diseases and accurately describe findings.

Students are also directed to the British Association of Dermatologists recommendations for a core curriculum in dermatology at www.bad.org.uk/healthcare/undergraduate_education/
Objectives
As a result of being on this course, students will be able to:

· Have insight into the scientific basis of dermatology.

· Relate knowledge of skin structure to the physical signs of skin disease.

· Demonstrate ability to take a dermatological history and describe cutaneous physical signs.

· Recognise common skin diseases and skin tumors.

· Recognise the important cutaneous signs of systemic disease or adverse reactions to drugs.

· Understand the principles of dermatological treatment.

· Appreciate the impact of skin diseases on patients and their families.

Core Curriculum for Dermatology

· Plenary sessions (1st Wednesday morning of the attachment)

· Work with consultants and registrars in outpatient clinics (minimum 6 clinics)

· Observation of patients having day-care or phototherapy.

· Observation of practical procedures such as skin biopsy, cryosurgery and wound care.

· Keeping a record of the conditions/treatments seen in appropriate dermatology curriculum book.

· Access to the dermatology library.

· Personal reading

· Topic preparation and presentation

Knowledge

· Basic principles of wound healing.

· Dermatological emergencies e.g. toxic epidermal necrolysis, erythema multiforme, acute urticaria, eczema herpeticum, cellulitis, necrotizing fasciitis

· Inflammatory disease of the skin (atopic dermatitis, contact dermatitis, psoriasis, urticaria).  

· Skin cancer (melanoma, BCC, SCC), including prevention of skin cancer and the role of UV exposure.

· Acne

· Leg ulcers

· Cutaneous infections - bacterial, viral, fungal and parasitic (eg scabies).

· Cutaneous manifestations of systemic disease including gastrointestinal, endocrine and rheumatological disease.

· Immunobullous diseases eg bullous pemphigoid.

· Drug eruptions

· Introduction to dermatological therapy: students should understand the principles of topical treatments including topical steroids.  

Phototherapy, photochemotherapy and systemic immunosuppressive therapy

Skills

· Communicate effectively with patients with skin diseases.
· Take and present an accurate history.
· Examine the skin systematically and describe the physical signs.
· Describe eczema, psoriasis, scabies, fungal infections and urticaria.
· Recognise melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancer.  Be able to distinguish from premalignant and benign cutaneous lesions.
· Recognise cutaneous vasculitis, explain the principal causes and formulate a plan of investigations.
· Be able to take a skin scrape for mycology.
· Understand how to plan the investigation and management of common and/or important skin diseases as described under ‘Knowledge’ above.
· Understand how to apply topical medications, compression bandages etc.
· Write a prescription for topical treatment with an emollient and a topical steroid showing knowledge of quantities, bases and potencies.
· Provide advice on the care of hands.
Attitudes

· Demonstrate an ability to communicate with patients with skin diseases and examine skin in a sensitive courteous manner.
· Understand the difficulties, physical and psychological, experienced by people with chronic skin disease.
Recommended Reading

	The Dermatology departments have copies of suitable texts in their libraries.  It may be best to look through these before deciding on which text to buy.



	· Graham Brown and Bourke Mosby’s Color Atlas and Text of Dermatology, Mosby, £26.95.

	· Wilkinson and Shaw: Dermatology, Churchill Livingstone,  £11.95.


	· Gawkrodger: Dermatology – an illustrated text, Churchill Livingstone, £21.95.


	Most textbooks of medicine have good chapters on dermatology eg Medicine 2e Axford & O’Callaghan, Blackwells


