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P h a r m a c o l o g y & T r a n s l a t i o n a l M e d i c i n e B S c

Principles of Pharmacodynamics 

& Pharmacokinetics 
8th October - 9th November 2011

Dr Robert Dickinson
Imperial College London
Dept. of Surgery & Cancer
Biophysics Group, 4th floor
Sir Ernst Chain Building
South Kensington Campus
r.dickinson@imperial.ac.uk

Module assessment!

• Final Exam (~2.5hr 
paper) 70 % of marks

• In course assessment 
30 % of marks



2

Medics Final Exam (Feb)
3 hours - three components

1.  Essay Question (~1 hr 15 min)
2.  Data Analysis & Interpretation (~1 hr)
3.  Short Answer Questions (~45 min)

SAQs – may be descriptive or numerical

In course assessment

• 20 % for short presentation (15min) on final 
day of module (8th November 12-5pm) 

• 80 % for an essay to be submitted at end of 
the module 

• – submission deadline 9 am on Monday 12th 
November.  
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Presentation

• 10 min PowerPoint presentation + 5mins 
for questions

• Make sure that you don’t exceed 10min
- Practise the talk & time yourself

• Not required to provide handouts but 
can if you wish

What we are looking for

• Clear Presentation – good use of slides
• Clarity (audible)
• Content relevant to your topic
• Responses to questions
• Demonstrate an understanding of the 

topic
• Reference source material
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Essay

Essay
• 1500 words not including Figures or 

References

• Microsoft Word document - Blackboard
& one hardcopy to FEO by 9 am on 12th

November

• Late submission: 
• up to 7 days -20%; 8 to 14 days -40%
• Over 14 days – no mark awarded
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Format
• Hardcopy printed & stapled
• Double spaced
• Single sided
• 12 point type – best to use a serif font like “Times”

• 2.5cm margins
• Your Name, Date, Module, Essay Title 

on the first page
• Numbered pages
• Fully cited references

Format: Short journal review article

• Abstract
• Introduction
• Discussion of topic
• Short Summary
• References 
• Diagrams & tables can be included as 

appropriate
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How to research your essay
• Topics are related to lecture material

• May be some information in textbooks

• Literature searches – PubMed / ISI 
Web of Knowledge

• http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed

• http://apps.isiknowledge.com

Choose your search terms carefully
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Choose your search terms carefully

Set limits if necessary
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Set limits if necessary

Plan your essay
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Plan your essay 

• Think about the overall “big picture” for 
your essay 

• Allow yourself sufficient time!!
– Don’t leave everything to the last minute
– Use the study periods assigned

• Read through your essay before 
submission !
– Use the spellchecker

References

• Reference list at end of document
• Using a program like Endnote can help save 

you time and effort
• Use numbered references [1] in the text

Reference list
[1] Dickinson, R, “How to reference an essay”. Journal of 

Medical Education, 2010, vol 55, p579-582 
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References

• Check you references !
• Make sure the reference says what you 

think it says
– Copying references from another paper 

without reading the original can cause 
embarrassment! 

• Don’t just cite one lab/author
– Try to show a comprehensive reading

Good referencing avoids Plagiarism!

• See Handout on Plagiarism
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Use a computer !

What we look for in an essay

• Well presented essay following the 
correct format and length ! 

• Demonstrates understanding of topic
• Shows evidence of outside reading
• Demonstrates analytical and critical 

ability 

• See Handout with marking scheme
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How to submit your essay 
– Electronic Submission via Coursework 
Portal on Blackboard

- plus Hardcopy with cover page (Year 4 web 
page) to FEO Hammersmith

DEADLINE:  9am on Monday 12th November

If you submit electronically before deadline make sure you 
also submit a hardcopy by 9am on Monday 12th

Questions?

The difference between a Scientific essay and a Humanities essay ?
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BMS BSc Final Exam (June)
2.5 hours - three components

1. Essay Question (~1 hr)
2. Data Analysis & Interpretation (~1 hr)
3. Single Best Answer (~0.5hr) (multiple choice)

SBAs – may be descriptive or numerical


