Application for a Canadian Temporary Work Permit (and other tips)

Imperial-McGill exchange

· START EARLY as the processing of the application can take up to a few weeks!
· Confirm your project ASAP, do it as soon as you know you’ve been selected
· Once you’ve checked with Prof de Belleroche and confirmed, Dr Antony Aleksiev will send you an undergraduate research trainee (UGRT) form from McGill – fill this in and send it ASAP

· Then immediately email Prof Stefano Stifani at McGill (stefano.stifani@mcgill.ca) asking for a letter from your supervisor confirming the duration and nature of your work

· It’s important that they explain in the supervisor’s letter that this is a reciprocal exchange (i.e. McGill students come to Imperial too), as this will exempt you from a CAQ and therefore an LMO also (if there is no reciprocity, these will be needed for working in Quebec)

· We will request letters from Prof McGregor (Head of Year 4 in our year) stating that this is a reciprocal exchange

· The embassy may require further evidence of reciprocity – we had to obtain a copy of the official Imperial-McGill exchange agreement from Antony and forward it to the embassy 

· Book your flights ASAP – the flight dates will be needed when applying for a work permit (however, it might be wiser to provide firm dates to the embassy but wait till you have the permit in your hands before booking your ticket, unless you book a ticket that allows you to change dates if needed)
· Apply for a TEMPORARY WORK PERMIT (although you can enter Canada for 6 months on UK (and some other countries’) passports without a visa, you will only be paid the stipend if you have the work permit)

· UK website: http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/united_kingdom-royaume_uni/visas/work-apply_demande-travailler.aspx?view=d
· Gather the documents required (helpful checklist: http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/united_kingdom-royaume_uni/assets/pdfs/e_wchecklist.pdf)

· NOTE THAT THE POLICE  REPORT CAN TAKE UP TO 10 DAYS, so apply for this early from http://www.acro.police.uk/police_certificates.aspx
· International students may require a police report from their home countries if they lived there beyond the age of 18

· Also submit print-outs of the registration email from McGill to prove your registration there

· The fee for the work permit can be paid in several ways, but we found the easiest is to get a postal order (UK/foreign cheques are not accepted!! The embassy will only accept cheques drawn on Canadian banks, and bank transfers attract additional fees)

· You won’t be able to speak to anyone at the embassy, and they can’t be contacted by phone or email either… You just need to bring everything in an envelope and drop it off

· You’ll get an email from the embassy that your application has been successful – but the actual permit will be issued at the border in Montreal. Bring a print-out of the letter from the embassy and your flight itinerary with you.

· We got super lucky and got our permits 5 days before our departure, having submitted the application only 2 weeks previously… but it was kind of stressful (!) so start early (
· NEVER AT ANY POINT EVER EVER EVER MENTION THAT YOU ARE GOING TO MCGILL AS STUDENTS because will immediately led the border inspectors to assume that you will be taking course and then they will not allow you in because you will not have the correct student permit
· You can mention that you are students at Imperial if they ask, but say that you are coming to Canada as ‘research trainees’
ESTAs – if you are transiting the US
If your flight is via the US (a lot of them go via New York), you’ll need an ESTA from the US government (or possibly a full visa – check the website). A fee may be required.

Accommodation

Again, it’s good to start looking early. The McGill website has some listings, and there’s a contact address for the accommodation office at McGill – they have a list of short-term lettings. Craigslist may be more difficult but is often cheaper.

Have fun in Montreal! Bring the warmest clothes you have (it was -25C for the first couple of weeks we were there… (definitely check out Le Smart Burger on Sherbrooke and McTavish!! Amazing for warming you up. Also Tim Hortons for stunningly cheap hot chocolate.)  We loved our time there! Make the most of it ( (PS – NYC is only a 7 hour bus ride away, and they have an overnight service…). Also be sure to check out the sugar shack events!!

If you have any questions or want tourist tips… feel free to contact us!

Elise Chua (elise.chua08@imperial.ac.uk)

Mantej Sehmbhi (mantej.sehmbhi08@imperial.ac.uk)

Mantej Sehmbhi and Elise Chua (Imperial-McGill exchange students 2012)


