BSc Endocrinology 2012-13
Module 1: Hormone-Dependent Systems and Cancers
In-Course Assessment Exercise 2 – Essay

A key element in the BSc course is your own use of material published in research journals - either as original papers or reviews. An important skill to develop is your ability to pick out key points. To help you do this as you read a paper, it is worth distinguishing: 
· established fact

· current generally-accepted notions

· speculation

· novel experimental observations that remain to be explained
At the level you will be working, much of the discussion in the literature is about possibilities, so think in terms of identifying the main issues in a paper:

· the knowledge base that it assumes
· the main points it is addressing
· the possibilities that it raises
Many papers, especially reviews, go into considerable detail without arriving at a final conclusion. Distinguish between details that are useful for you to know, perhaps as illustrations of a more general point, and details that can be set to one side because they are primarily aimed at people working in the field and the discussions they are having. If you feel you’re getting lost in detail, go back to the main points and decide whether the details are adding anything to your knowledge of those points.
The purpose of the essay is to give you an opportunity to go into a particular topic in depth. So there is no ideal answer - it is much more about your understanding and command of the subject. You need to demonstrate a good appreciation of established knowledge, but this needs to be placed in context (‘why is this area of research important?’ ‘what is its current state of development?’ ‘what therapeutic opportunities does it open up?’) and it needs to be described in relation to areas where there is unresolved controversy or uncertainty. 

In general, try and make the essay read as continuous prose. If you think they will help, headings are okay - but not too many (4-5 at the most - otherwise the essay can read like lecture notes). It is not necessary to reference every statement, but references are needed (10-15 on average). For any given topic, you will be able to find a number of relevant reviews via PubMed. Use the reviews to orient yourself, but don’t just summarise what the reviews say (and don’t forget, Turnitin will detect any plagiarism); develop your own arguments and refer to studies providing key experimental evidence to support the points you are making. 

ESSAY TITLE: 
Discuss steroid receptor co-regulators and their actions and their possible roles in endocrine-related cancer
Length - 2500 words (±200 words - you will lose marks for going outside the limits). Please supply a word count that includes figure legends but excludes references 

Figures - including figures is fine, but use them sparingly (certainly no more than 4). Figures should be there to save on text and improve clarity.

References - use the Vancouver style. This numbers the references as they appear in the text and then lists them at the end of the text in number order. For example: 6. Ezzat VA, Duncan ER, Wheatcroft SB, Kearney MT. The role of IGF-1 and its binding proteins in the development of type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular disease. Diabetes Obes Metab 2008;10:198-211

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION ON BLACKBOARD: 17.00, Friday 9th November 2012
