Endocrinology BSc

Introductory Fortnight

Instructions and tutor groupings for critical review exercise: 
‘To believe or not to believe – all you read in the scientific literature.’
28 September 2012
Hammersmith campus

(see below for rooms and tutor groupings)

· You are provided with a pdf of the following paper:

Bisphenol A prevents the synaptogenic response to estradiol in hippocampus and prefrontal cortex of ovariectomised nonhuman primates
Csaba leranth, Tibor hajszan, Klara Szigeti-buck, Jeremy Bober & Neil J. LcLusky
Proceedings of the National Academy of Science 2008 105: 14187-14191
· You are asked to read this paper and come to the tutorial session with 4 written comments on this paper. The comments should be directed to

· The introduction/rationale, hypothesis, aims of the study

· The methods/experimental approach

· The results

· The discussion/conclusions/implications/impact of the study

For example, you could comment on 

· What was clear/unclear

· What did you gain from the paper

· Did anything leave you confused

Each of your comments will then be discussed in this session, led and facilitated by your tutors, with the aim of reaching an overall conclusion regarding the value and validity of the science. I hope that this pooling of your thoughts and learning experience will be an enjoyable, interactive exercise.

This exercise is very important because it will help you with your critical and analytical skills which are fundamental in science. Moreover, these skills are essential for the in-course assessment exercise (worth 15% of the marks for each module), which requires you to present a critique of a paper as a written exercise in 500 words (modules 1 and 3) or as an oral presentation.  The topic of this paper is also very relevant to the content of module 2.
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All tutorials are held in the seminar rooms, sub-basement of the Commonwealth Building.
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