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Revision and Preparation for Part 
B Examinations 



Final Degree Mark  
How do Part B Exams fit in? 

 Part A 

 Pass or Fail 

 Part B 

 60% of total degree mark 

 Part C (Project or Specialist course) 

 40% of total degree mark 



Part B Examination Structure 
Each paper contains sections A - C 

Format Number 
of 
questions 

Marks 
(Total as a 
% of 
paper) 

Time 
recom-
mended 

Section A Essay 1 out of 3 40% 1h15 

Section B Paper 1: critical 
appraisal of a 
scientific paper 
 
Paper 2: data 
interpretation 
 
Paper 3: 
interpretation of a 
systematic review 

Variable (all 
compulsory
) 

30% 1h 

Section C Short Answer 
Questions 

3 out of 5 30% 45min 



 



 



 



Time management 

Which paper scores higher?  

 

Student X Student Y 

Section A  28/40 38/40 

Section B 22/30 10/30 

Section C 20/30 10/30 

Total 70/100 58/100 

This reflect 
better time 

management 

 
This is a not an 

uncommon 
mark pattern 

 



 



Revision 

Practising past-questions: 

 think logically - answer using common-sense 

 underline all the key words in the question and then define 
them, this will help you decide which framework to use 

 Make notes from old questions as this will increase your 
knowledge base 

 



During the Exam 
General Advice  

• Spend roughly recommended time on each section  

• Answer the Question! 

• CIRCLE all major words in the question 

• Then BRAINSTORM on major words using frameworks & plans 

• STRUCTURE is as important as knowledge: PLAN answer carefully 

• Define all terms in title or question 

• Use your common sense 

• Use numbering, lists and diagrammes (Sections B and C, and parts of Section A 
too) 

• Use capitals, subheadings and underlining to assist examiner through your answer 

• Re-read questions as you answer them, to check answering correctly 

• Mention examples & cases you know about and show why they are relevant 

• Allow yourself time to check you answered all parts correctly e.g. 3 out of 5 parts for 
Section C 



Section A: Essay  
Stage 1. preparation 

 Making sense of the question:  

 Read the title/question carefully 

 Try and paraphrase the it: 

‘What does the task require me to do?’ 

 

 Designing the structure of your essay 

 How many words should I aim for? It depends on your style!  

 1 hour generally allows for at least 1,200 

 

 



Making Sense of the Question 

Account for Explain the cause of… 
 

Analyse Separate down into its component parts and show how they inter relate with 
each other 

Assess Estimate the value of, looking at both the positive and negative attributes 

Comment To make critical or explanatory notes/observations 

Compare Point out the differences and the similarities. This question needs to be 
carefully organised to produce a logical answer. 

Contrast Point out the differences only and present the results in an orderly fashion. 

Describe Write down the information in the right order. 

Discuss Present arguments for and against the topic in question. In discussion 
questions you may also give your opinion. 

Distinguish Identify the difference between. 



Evaluate Estimate the value of, looking at both the positive and negative attributes 

Explain 
 

 The word „explain‟ means that you have to give reasons. You have to explain 
why rather than just define. 

Justify Here you will need to present a valid argument about why a specific theory 
or conclusion is true 

Outline Give the main features or general principles of a subject, omitting minor 
details and stressing structure 

Review To make a survey of, examining the subject critically. 

Suggest 
 

This question may not have a fixed answer. Give a range of responses. 

Summarise State the main features of an argument, omitting all that is only partially 
relevant. 

To what extent Asks you to justify the acceptance or validity of an argument stressing the 
need to avoid complete acceptance. 

Source: Loughborough University 2012 



Past Exam Question from GH BSc 2011 

Section A 

 

Describe what health problems are specific to migrant populations, including 
direct and indirect effects of migration in your answer 



 

Main Body 

Conclusion 

  

Introduction  



Essay Structure  
The Introduction 

 What Question am I going to answer?  

 Brief interpretation of the title: 

 Definition of key terms – What is the 
issue/problem/dilemma/tension? 

  Why it is important?  

 Context: how does this topic “fit in” in our body of knowledge & 
key related issues  

 How am I going to address it? 

 Structure of the essay in a few sentences s  

 How my  own interpretation will be put across later on 



Essay Structure  
The Main Body 

Doing what you said you were going to do 

One approach is the “Argument–interrogation–integration” 

 take a specific issue from the data or idea from the literature 

 establish the context and identify the main issues or problems 

 examine and critique strengths or weaknesses (with practical case 

examples) 

 make a judgment about it 



Essay Structure  
The Conclusion  

Clear summary of the main body  

 main arguments/findings/recommendations 

 Overall reflections on the argument, variables or critical factors 

Avoid new material (unless it helps situate the issue back in 
its broader context)  

So what are the implications? 

Conclusion should reflect the introduction 



Essay Writing 
Presentation 

 Headings and subheadings are useful to  demonstrate the 
underlying structure of your essay 

 

 Handwriting 

  

Please leave a blank line between 
_________________________________________ 
 each line of text if your handwriting is not very clear  
_________________________________________ 

 



Essay writing  
Referencing 

How to reference other people‟s work in an exam?  Some suggestions:   

 Scientific papers: Surname of 1st author, Year of Publication 

 Murray et al, 2001 

 Reports and Grey literature: Title (Organisation, Date Publication) 

  ‘Fair Society, Healthy Lives’ (Marmot et al, 2010) 

 Not expected: full reference at the end of the essay 



Essay Writing 
Contents 

 Including arguments from both theory and practice  

 Can be helpful to set out specific strategies or recommendations for how to address 

any problems you have identified  

 Too much to cover?  

 Focus down!  

 Introduce the issue in its totality then, in the 2nd part of your introduction, state which 

section of it you will focus on in your essay and why 

 However, make sure your approach answers the main question! 

 Using case studies:  

 Makes your argument stronger and shows knowledge of the topic – select relavant 

comparable cases  

 Justify their relevance 

 



Essay Writing 
Contents 

What are the aims of essay-based assessments?  

        Gage your ability to: 

 understand the particular body of knowledge:  

 Summarise/outline main literature and concepts  

 show insight and critical thinking:  

 Discuss/evaluate/compare/contrast 



Essay Writing 
Contents: Demonstrating Insight 

 Use critical judgment   

 Go beyond stating facts and figures 

 Show how other people‟s approaches differ and examine pros and cons 

 Your own personal views and reflections about the issues are valuable!  

 They should not dominate your essay  

 Helpful to include examples from your own experiences 

 Critique of the literature 

 Clearly signposted as your own view 

 You can choose a theoretical frameworks to structure your essay and then 
acknowledge its limitations 

 



References on Essay Writing Skills 

Imperial Academic Writing Skills Links: 

http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/library/subjectsandsupport/writingskills 

  

Also see:  

 

 Open University : http://openlearn.open.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=3359 

Comprehensive set of online tutorials about planning, structuring and writing academic 

assignments or reports. 

 

http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/library/subjectsandsupport/writingskills
http://openlearn.open.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=3359
http://openlearn.open.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=3359
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