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SESSION 2:  Cranium and Brain 

Practical (13th floor lab): Cranial bones and foramina

The aim of this practical is to identify the bones of the cranium, the main foramina (holes) in the base of the skull and the cranial nerves and major vessels that pass through these foramina. 

1) Identify the foramina that you heard about in the opening transmission on the dry skulls

and then label them on the following diagram.
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Cribriform plate










Optic canal










Superior orbital fissure










Foramen rotundum










Foramen ovale










Foramen spinosum










Carotid canal










Foramen lacerum










Internal acoustic meatus










Jugular foramen










Hypoglossal canal










Foramen magnum

2) Name the cranial nerves and main blood vessels that pass through the following foramina

Foramen magnum


Vertebral arteries, medulla of brain







Spinal roots of accessory nerve

Hypoglossal canal


Hypoglossal n
(XII)



Jugular foramen


Glossopharyngeal n (IX)







Vagus n (X)










Accessory n (XI)








Sigmoid sinus → int jugular v

Internal acoustic meatus

Facial n (VII)______






Vestibulocochlear n
(VIII)







Labyrinthine artery



Carotid canal



Internal carotid artery
            

Foramen spinosum


Middle meningeal artery & vein

Foramen ovale


Mandibular div of V



Foramen rotundum


Maxillary div of V



Superior orbital fissure

Oculomotor n
(III)








Trochlear n (IV)








Ophthalmic div of  V








Abducent n (VI)








Sup Ophthalmic vein



Optic canal



Optic n   (II) (including central artery of retina)








Ophthalmic artery



Cribriform plate


Olfactory n fibres
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