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[image: image3.jpg]TABLE 3 Classification of peripheral nerve fibers

Roman numeral - Letter ,, ; Types of structures

classification Diameter classification Conduction velocity Myelinated innervated ‘

Ia 12-20 pm — 70-120 m/sec Yes Muscle spindle primary
endings

Ib 12-20 pm — 70-120 m/sec Yes Golgi tendon organs

— 12-20 pm o 70-120 m/sec Yes Efferents to extrafusal
muscle fibers

II 6-12 + pm AB* 30-70 m/sec Yes Other encapsulated end-

ings and endings with
accessory structures:
Meissner corpuscles,
Merkel endings, mus-
cle spindle secondary
endings, etc.

— 2-10 pm v 10-50 m/sec Yes Efferents to intrafusal
muscle fibers

111 1-6 pm Ad 5-30 m/sec Yes Some nociceptors (sharp
pain)

Cold receptors
Most hair receptors
Some visceral receptors

— <3 pm B 3-15 m/sec Yes Preganglionic autonomic
efferents
v <1.5 pm C 0.5-2 m/sec No Most nociceptors (dull,

aching pain)
Some visceral receptors
Warmth receptors
Few mechanoreceptors
Postganglionic autonomic
efferents

*Some afferents in nonmuscle nerves, particularly joint afferents, range up to 17 pm in diameter. Some investigators refer to these larger fibers, in the
12-17 pm range, as Aa and call those in the 6-12 wm range AB. Others refer to all nonmuscle afferents larger than 6 um as AB.




