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Aims Of Session 

• To explain why the course is important 

 

• To excite you about the opportunities as a 

medical student and as a health professional 

 

• To give you a brief taste of activism, 

sociology and global health 

 



 

Why Am I Here? 

(when I could be fast asleep in bed) 







4 reasons this course will 

change your life! 





UK? 



World? 



http://www.flightradar24.com/


“Should medicine ever fulfill its great 

ends, it must enter into the larger 

political and social life… it must 

indicate the barriers which obstruct 

the normal completion of the life cycle 

and remove them… 

‘Politics is 

nothing more 

than medicine 

in the big 

picture’  

Rudolf 

Virchow (1821-

1902) 

 
 



SO Why Am I Here? 

• It will make you a better doctor 

 



Recognition 
Benefit to the individual doctor 

 

For trainees, gaining experience in 

developing countries can provide an 

opportunity to develop their 

ability to allocate resources, plan and 

monitor initiatives, cope with change, 

work in multidisciplinary teams and 

provide leadership. 

 

It can also enable learning about 

interactions between primary and 

secondary care and management of 

organisatios.  

 

These skills are increasingly 

important for doctors in the modern 

NHS. It can also help them to identify 

career paths for the rest of their 

professional lives 

 

“…invaluable to their continuing 

personal and professional 

development… 



Recognition 
Benefit to the NHS and its patients 

 

The UK patient population is ethnically 

diverse and the NHS benefits from staff 

with cross-cultural experience and 

awareness. 

 

Doctors at any level, from trainees to 

senior clinicians, working in developing 

countries can enhance their own 

experiences from the UK and enable 

them to develop clinical skills in a 

different setting. 

 

They become better equipped to cope 

with the changing face of the 

NHS and the diverse disease burden 

within the UK. 



GMC – Tomorrow’s Doctors 



What can you do? 





SO Why Am I Here? 

• It will make you a better doctor 

 

• It will help you in your career 

 





TB Video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKm9_Ql9aUo


SO Why Am I Here? 

• It will make you a better doctor 

 

• It will help you in your career 

 

• You have more of an opportunity to 

help people 



What makes people ill? 

- ‘Biomedical disease’ 

 

- Social 

- Economic 

- Cultural 

- Political 

 

- Complex Interlinking 



SO Why Am I Here? 

• It will make you a better doctor 

 

• It will help you in your career 

 

• You have more of an opportunity to help 

people 

 

• You will understand people’s problems 

better 



 Opportunities once I’m a 

doctor? 



 Opportunities once I’m a 

doctor? 
• Global Health work doesn’t have to be just 

relief work! 

 

Eg –  

• Skype teaching med students in Malawi 

• Research 

• Annual trips to impoverished areas etc 

• Developmental policy work 

• (etc) 

 



What can I do as a student? 

  Global Health Education 

 (eg Medsin) 

 

 

Campaigning + Advocacy 

(SSAC, UAEM) 



• Video 

What can I do as a student? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=up3mcv02aq8


Volunteering as a Student 

Homed 
 

Electives 

 





An Example - Tuberculosis 

• 1969: US Surgeon General says we could 

‘close the book on infectious disease’ 

• A disease of the poor 

• A re-emerging disease – threat to health in 

UK (particularly MDR/XDR-TB) 





 

SAF Rm 120 

Tues 23rd Oct 

6PM 
 

fb: Mini 

Global Health 

Course 

http://www.facebook.com/MiniGlobalHealthCourseImperial






Final Thought 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxyhfiC

O_XQ 



Thank You! 

http://www.medsin.org/
http://students.stopaidscampaign.org/
uaem.org
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Interesting Reads 

• New Models for Pharmaceutical 

Innovation 

• The Politics of Global Pharmaceutical 

Power 

• The Knowledge 

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=forums&srcid=MTgyMzQ4NTQ0NDgwOTQ0OTcxMDEBMDc2Mjc0OTQzODA4MzAxNDg4MDQBblVUMDhRR1daVUlKATQBAXYy
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=forums&srcid=MTgyMzQ4NTQ0NDgwOTQ0OTcxMDEBMDc2Mjc0OTQzODA4MzAxNDg4MDQBblVUMDhRR1daVUlKATQBAXYy
http://www.msfaccess.org/sites/default/files/MSF_assets/Access/Docs/ACCESS_book_GlobalPolitics_tHoen_ENG_2009.pdf
http://www.msfaccess.org/sites/default/files/MSF_assets/Access/Docs/ACCESS_book_GlobalPolitics_tHoen_ENG_2009.pdf

