SOLE and course improvements 2005-06 
The MBBS/BSc degree kept under continual review to maintain teaching quality and to continue to make improvements to all aspects of the course and its organisation. 

The Student On-Line Evaluation System (SOLE) is our most important channel to receive feedback on the course and its delivery. The numerical data and the open text comments are distributed to the individual teachers, course leaders/DCSs and the relevant committees, where appropriate action is identified. 

Students benefit from the feedback we have received from previous years as many courses have been improved as a result of SOLE feedback. Obviously, SOLE feedback is not the only source of information and not all SOLE comments can be taken forward, but it helps us to identify the most important problems and improve the courses where necessary. 
Therefore, it is very important to use the SOLE system to give constructive feedback!
For 2005-06, many courses have been improved in response to SOLE evaluations from 2004-05. Some examples:   
Year 1: Evidence-Based Medicine Course
The more complicated statistics have been removed and will be taught in Year 3 (BSc Foundation). Only a clinical application of stats in a tutorial is included in the new Year 1 course.
Year 1: Human Life Cycle

The course ran smoothly and was well-received by students. Consideration of SOLE feedback resulted in the following improvements:

-
Sessions will be spaced over a 2 week period, as opposed to within a 1 week period, to give students more time to reflect upon the lectures, carry out additional reading and ask questions.

-
More embryology pictures will be included in the Course Guide.

Year 1: Sociology
Communication Skills and Sociology: there are issues of overlap in relation to their treatment of the doctor-patient relationship. The different approaches of the courses and how both courses make a complementary contribution to the students' learning will be more clearly flagged. 

Year 1: Urinary System

The course ran smoothly and was well received by students. The Practical sessions were particularly enjoyed. Consideration of SOLE feedback has resulted in the following improvements:

-
The answers to the Sample Self-Assessment questions will be included in the Course Guide.

-
The answers to the Practical will be placed onto the Intranet at the end of the Course (for 2 weeks only).

-
All Sessions will run on separate days (as opposed to having Sessions 4 and 5 of the course on one day) – to allow students more time to digest the new material and formulate questions (should they have any). 

-
Renal clinicians have joined the teaching staff to add a clinical slant to the Course.

Year 1: Introducing the Human Body

SOLE evaluation and staff comments showed that students had enjoyed the day’s experience very much. 

· A number of students commented that the purpose was not very clear; this would be defined better in 2005-06.

· There had been some difficulty with the tutorial in the dissection room because of background noise levels. In 2005-06 we would attempt to relocate some of the stations not using wet tissue to the museum.

Year 2: Musculoskeletal

Late appearance of slides on the Intranet: slides for all but one of the lectures for 2004-05 are on the Intranet and are available if up-dates are late coming in during 2005-06.  

More detailed learning objective/outcomes: these have been promised for this year for those parts of the course where they were lacking in 2004-05. 

Lectures starting on time: lecturers will be e-mailed a reminder about time, date and location of each of his or her lectures a week in advance.
Year 2: Anatomy of the Limbs
The course had run successfully and had received excellent student evaluation. Consideration of SOLE evaluation and teachers’ observations resulted in the following decisions:

-
There was some tendency for prosection-based tutorials to become small-group lectures with little active student participation. The structure of practical classes should be improved by preparing task sheets involving use of the prosections, skeletal and potted specimens.

-
There was some student comment that insufficient time was spent on the lower limbs. The teachers would consider whether any reallocation of time was desirable or possible.
Year 2: Human Life Cycle

The course ran smoothly and was well received by students. Consideration of SOLE feedback resulted in the following improvements:

-
More focused learning objectives for each Session of the course.

-
An additional Session will be incorporated to allow time to discuss ‘Birth’ and ‘Lactation’ – which was missing from previous years of the Course.

Year 2: Anatomy of Head, Neck & Spine

Some students felt that the teaching around the prosections was rather variable and that they were unsure of the relevance of some of the information they were given. To ensure greater uniformity in what is taught across the different groups each session will now start with a 10 minute transmission to the whole class explaining the key objectives of the session. There was also concern that there was not enough opportunity for revision and self-assessment of progress during the course. This problem has been addressed in two ways: there will now be a quiz in the last teaching session of this theme and from next January there will be an online formative exam covering this and all the other topics covered in term 4.   
Year 3: Clinical Methods Teaching 

SOLE data has primarily been used to feedback to the 100 individual GPs and inform their teaching for the next session. The majority of feedback is very positive and helps motivate GPs with increasing demands on their time to continue to teach undergraduates. We are working with the UMO to overcome the problems of mixing groups with different levels of experience and of too many students placed with 1 GP. A more structured curriculum is being trialed for next year.

Year 4: Medical Humanities 
Some students felt that there should be more guidance on the essay assignments and marking schemes. For next year the advice offered for assignments next year will be tightened up and there will be examples of previous work to demonstrate what we are and are not looking for. 

Year 4: Genetic Epidemiology 
The course will be restructured along the following lines:

· it will be the first module, partly as a methodological introduction

· it will have a more logical flow, with methods first, then genes, then the environmental part

· the tutoring component will be increased, with clearer goals and better designed group work

· more practical work, including visits to laboratories

· the first two days will be a revision of core concepts in genetics and epidemiology (inc. critical appraisal skills and meta analysis etc) so that students feel they are equipped to process

· evaluation: we will consider giving a mark for participation in class (presentations etc.), e.g. 10-15% of total marking. 

Year 4: Psychology and Psychiatry 

Arrangements for providing feedback from in-course assessment have been changed so that students will receive feedback within 2 weeks of the completion of the module. 
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