Research Electives Contacts

Gastrology 
Professor Alan Fenwick has excellent contacts in Burkina Faso (French speaking) and Niger (French speaking), but has not previously arranged any electives there. He arranged for two electives in 2009 in Tanzania (KCMC) and should be able to do so in Uganda (Mulago). His specialty is parasitic diseases, but the elective need not necessarily be on that subject.

If you are interested in an elective in this area please contact Professor Alan Fenwick [a.fenwick@imperial.ac.uk] 

Professor Mark Thursz and Professor Simon Taylor-Robinson have research connections with liver and viral hepatitis groups in West Africa (Nigeria, Gambia, Senegal) and Egypt. Political situations allowing, it may be possible to arrange student projects in these countries, but outbreaks of sporadic violence has led to riots and public unrest, which have thus far prevented students from participating in the established research projects which are ongoing between Imperial and the West African host institutions

If you would be interested in an elective in this area please contact Professor Simon D Taylor-Robinson [s.taylor-robinson@imperial.ac.uk].

Musculoskeletal Research Electives

The orthopaedic and musculoskeletal problems encountered vary considerably between various contents reflecting lifestyles and poverty issues. The prevalence and types of trauma and their subsequent management vary as well. A key condition that illustrates this well is back pain which is omnipresent in the western world and considered to be a disabling condition whilst many Asian contents would not view it as a medical condition. Similarly osteoarthritis is considered a major problem associated particularly with the ageing population in the west but in many Africans countries it impact is minor with trauma being more prevalent. We have a number of contacts in Europe, Asia, Africa and Australasia that we can explore to develop  research projects investigating differences in disease presentations and management as well as other more applied research projects. 

If interested in an elective in this area advice can be sought from: Professor Alison McGregor [a.mcgregor@imperial.ac.uk].

Obstetrics & Gynaecology

Currently Professor Lesley Regan sits on the International Board of the Royal College of Obstetricians & Gynaecologists, one of their key millennium goals has been on maternal and infant mortality in the 3rd world. As part of this the goals seeks to explore the complex social, economic and clinical causes of maternal and neonatal mortality in low income countries. As a result of this and work with FIGO (International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics) she has various links and contacts in Africa, particularly South Africa, Hong Kong , Australia , USA and of course Europe

Contact Professor Regan: l.regan@imperial.ac.uk 

Paediatrics

The Department of Paediatrics at Imperial College London is heavily involved with international child health and has close associations with the Global Health Institute.  The main research focus is on infectious disease, paediatric intensive care, allergy, sickle cell disease and neonatology.  There is also a focus on education, both for undergraduates and postgraduates, and on clinical service delivery.  

Our strongest contacts in the developing world are with Kilifi, Kenya where there is a Wellcome Trust funded research facility and one of the members of our department, Professor Kath Maitland, is based there.  We have a number of collaborative research projects with that unit focused on malaria, severe sepsis and malnutrition.  Dr Kelsey Jones, one of our current research fellows, will be basing much of his research in Kilifi.  Dr Tom Lissauer, neonatologist, has very close contacts with Rwanda and is also working within the Global Health Institute with Professor Peter Piot.  His interest is in education but attached to this are developing research links.  Professor Mike Levin has very broad interests in infectious disease with a focus on very severe sepsis and has contacts in many countries in sub-Saharan Africa and in south-east Asia. Professor Levin is also running a large European Union funded collaborative research programme with a number of centres around Europe. Dr Beate Kampmann, Reader, has a large research programme in childhood tuberculosis with strong links with the Gambia and South Africa.  Professor Warner and Dr Robert Boyle, Senior Lecturer, have extensive collaborations with groups around the world in relation to allergy research.  Strong links exist with Melbourne and Perth in Australia, Cape Town in South Africa and several European countries in particular Stockholm Sweden, Oslo Norway, Copenhagen Denmark, Athens Greece, Verona Italy, Prague Czech Republic, Moscow Russia, Madrid Spain, Istanbul Turkey and several centres in the USA notably in Denver at the National Jewish Hospital and Phoenix in Arizona.  In South America there are links with Sao Paulo Brazil.  Professor Geoff Pasvol, Director of the Imperial Wellcome Centre for Clinical Tropical Medicine, has research interests in the pathogenesis of severe malaria as well as clinical aspects of tuberculosis.  Tuberculosis (TB), HIV infections and cysticercosis are three current areas of interest of the Centre.  Finally, we have very strong contacts with all the Departments of Paediatrics Faculties of Medicine in the UK via the Academic Paediatric Association of which Professor Warner is currently the President.

If you are interested in a research elective in Paediatrics please contact Professor John Warner [j.o.warner@imperial.ac.uk]
Research Electives in Public Health & Primary Care

The Department of Primary Care & Public Health at Imperial College London is involved in a number of international initiatives and also has close links with the Imperial College Institute for Global Health.  The research focus in the department is on chronic diseases, health informatics and the measurement of quality of healthcare. There is also a strong education programme, both for undergraduates and postgraduates. The department hosts a World Health Organization (WHO) Collaborating Centre for Public Health Education & Training. Our strongest international contacts are with Taiwan, Malaysia, and the Gulf Region of the Middle-East. Electives arranged through the department are likely to be in areas such as public health, health policy and healthcare evaluation. 

If interested in an elective in this area advice can be sought from: Ms Charlotte Holloway, Administrator, WHO Collaborating Centre [c.holloway@imperial.ac.uk]

Respiratory Medicine 

There are some forty common respiratory conditions and in many parts of the world the burden of lung disease has moved from a burden of infectious lung diseases to a burden of long term conditions such as asthma, COPD, sleep apnoea, fibrosing alveolitis etc. However there are certainly parts of the globe, such as sub Saharan Africa and South Asia, where one can experience significant burdens of tuberculosis and HIV infection.

Generally speaking the problems which one faces in delivering effective care are identical around the world – that is to say the list of problems is the same, whether problems due to difficulty  in making an accurate diagnosis, problems with compliance, availability of medicines etc. but the magnitude of those individual problems will certainly vary from country to country. Different healthcare systems address those issues in different manners and all of this lends itself to audit and compare and contrast type observational studies. The respiratory community is a particularly friendly fraternity with many global links and whilst I have particular links in India, Pakistan, Malaysia, Australia, Canada, France and Germany, many senior members of the National Heart and Lung Division of the Faculty of Medicine of Imperial College London have other extensive links including established research links with overseas institutions. 

If you are interested in a respiratory research elective please contact Professor Martyn Partridge [m.partridge@imperial.ac.uk].

